
We want to show the boys how to be happy,
how to enjoy life, both (1) in the present, and
(2) in the future. By encouraging, in a
healthy, cheery, and not in a sanctimonious
and looking-for-reward spirit, your Scouts to
do good turns as a first step, and to do service
for the community as a development, you can
do more for them even then by encouraging
their proficiency or their discipline or their
knowledge, because you are teaching them not
how to get a living so much as how to live. 

FEBRUARY, 1920.

... we were against war, we were not against
self defence... we are helping to build the 
foundations for the eventual establishment of 
common interests and friendships which will
ultimately and automatically bring about 
disarmament and a permanent peace.

APRIL, 1914.

Our aim is merely to help the boys, especially
the least scholarly ones, to become personally
enthused in subjects that appeal to them
individually, and that will be helpful to them.
We want to get them all along through cheery
self- development from within and not
through the imposition of formal instruction
from without.

NOVEMBER, 1921.

The better the soldier is drilled, the less he can
be trusted to act as a responsible individual.

JANUARY, 1914.

– our object is to wean them from indoorss
and to make the outdoors attractive to them.
We are not a brigade – nor a Sunday School –
but a school of the woods. We must get more
into the open for the health, whether of the
body or the soul, of Scout and of Scoutmaster.

JANUARY, 1919.  

What is Scouting? ...it is brotherhood – a
scheme which, in practice, disregards 
differences of class, creed, country and colour,
through the undefinable spirit that pervades
it....

JULY, 1920.

To do their duty to God through doing their
duty to their neighbour... coupled with the
right study of Nature, must of necessity help to
bring the young soul in closer touch 
spiritually with God. 

JANUARY, 1912.

The test of success in education...is not what a
boy knows after examination on leaving
school but what he is doing ten years later.

AUGUST, 1922.

But the best form of instruction of all for a
Scoutmaster to give is by force of example.

JULY, 1911.
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It is up to us in the Scouts, therefore, to carry
on on the lines we have set before ourselves, to
educate the character of our oncoming 
generation so that it maintains and develops
that personal  self-control and sense of service
to the community which mark the good 
citizen. we want to educate the lad in a 
practical way to make the best of his life.

AUGUST, 1936.

The end is character – character with a 
purpose. And that purpose, that the next 
generation be sane in an insane world, and
develop the higher realization of Service, the
active service of Love and Duty to God and
neighbour. 

MARCH, 1939.

By “synthetic scouting” I mean the Scouting
system obscured by overclothing the natural
form with rules and instructive literature,
tending to make what originally was, and
should be, an open-air game into a science for
the Scouter and a school curriculum for the
boy.

AUGUST, 1936.

The desire to happify once installed into the
character of the boy is going to make all the
difference in his relations with his fellow-men,
and in his attitude to the community in 
after-life.  It will make him the “happy, 
helpful citizen” whom we need, and this, after
all, is the real aim of our endeavor in
Scouting.

JANUARY, 1929.

...travel and reading and Nature study are all
part of self-education, and as such should be
commended to Scouts.

SEPTEMBER, 1932.

Citizenship has been defined briefly as “active
loyalty to the community”; but should aim at
securing peaceful and friendly relations with
other nations.

To believe that Peace and Goodwill –
instead of war and ill-will – constitute the
reign of God in the world is in itself a 
“religion.” It is a religion to which all can
subscribe, and one which no denomination
will deny.

Its practice is citizenship of the highest
type.

After all, are not these the tenets which
are, and always have been, the underlying aim
of our training in the Scouts?

MARCH, 1939.

Play-acting ought to form part of every boy’s
education.

DECEMBER, 1928.

Scouters should realize that we are not 
pernickety, nor do we want for our own
amusement to see clean camps ; they should
understand the fact that they have a big
responsibility to the parents on their shoulders
for keeping the boys healthy in camp, as well
as instructed in cleanliness and good order.

OCTOBER, 1931.

What we need, and what, thank God, we’ve got
in most places in our movement, is not merely
the spirit of good natured tolerance but of
watchful sympathy and readiness to help one 
another. We not only need it but we’ve “got to
have it” if we are going to teach our boys by
the only sound way, that is through our own
example, that greatest of principles – goodwill
and co-operation.

MARCH, 1926.


